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Amendment/De-brief Sheet  
 

MAJOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 

 
 
Circulation: First Item: 5  

Reference Number: 19/1763/FUL 

Address: 
Department Of Engineering, Whittle Laboratory, 1 J J 
Thomson Avenue  

Determination Date: 30.06.2020 

To Note:  
Incorrect figures regarding proposed floorspace to be 
demolished, resulting total floorspace and OPP maximum 
building heights. 

Amendments to 
Text: 

 

Relevant paragraphs to reflect the above. Amendments in 
bold. 

2.1 Full planning permission is sought for the demolition of 
existing 1,149m2 of D1 floorspace, and the erection of a 
new extension to accommodate the National Centre for 
Propulsion and Power (NCPP) laboratory and offices 
consisting of 4,251m2 of D1 floorspace, with associated 
infrastructure. The new extension is proposed to the west 
of the existing buildings, between these and JJ Thomson 
Avenue. In total, the proposed Whittle Laboratory will have 
a total floorspace of 6,014m2 (GFA). 

2.5 The extension to the west fronting J J Thomson Avenue 
will accommodate the NCPP with a three storeys void and 
will be the tallest element of the buildings generally at 32m 
Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) and 14.6m high. The 
buildings step down slightly (approximately 0.5m) towards 
south and further down towards east. For later reference, 
the Cavendish Laboratory will be at approximately 38m 
AOD once completed. 

8.21 Policy 19 of the Local Plan when setting out 
requirements for this West Cambridge site sets out that ‘the 
approach to appropriate development heights will be 
determined through the OPP, giving consideration to the 
sensitivity of the landscape within the Green Belt to the 
south and west’. In terms of the extant 1999 masterplan 
(ref.: C/97/0961/OP), Table 5 of the Design Guidelines set 
out that academic buildings should have an approximate 
range of height of up to 14.8m above ground, with specific 
parameters established to each of the masterplan plots. 
Whittle Laboratory falls into plot F of the master plan, 
however no specific height or massing guidelines is 
provided on this section of the document. 



8.22 Officers are therefore content that the proposed 
Whittle Laboratory extension observes the broad 
maximum height of 14.8m above ground and that the 
guiding principle of the OPP 1999 masterplan of protection 
of the surrounding Green Belt landscape and character is 
kept in the current proposal. In addition, officers note that 
more recent permissions within the West Cambridge 
campus establish a different character to this new 
Engineering ‘campus’ on this eastern part of the West 
Cambridge, where the Whittle Laboratory is located. This is 
particularly in relation to the residential and other 
institutional character of the areas north of the tree belt and 
Madingley Road, to the north of the Whittle site. 

Pre-Committee 
Amendments to 
Recommendation: 

 None 

Decision:  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Circulation: First Item:  

Reference Number: 18/1678/FUL 

Address: 
Station Area Redevelopment Blocks B2 And F2 Devonshire 
Road Cambridge 

Determination Date: 24.06.2020 

To Note:  

Amendments to 
Text: 

 

 

 

 

 

Substitute F1 for F2 in paragraph 8.87 as follows: ‘The 

results of the study notwithstanding, the courtyard of F1 will 

receive a low percentage of direct sunlight for 2 hours on 

21 March (1.1%). This is mainly because it would be 

enclosed on three of its sides and would be north facing (as 

envisaged by the outline application). In fact, none of the 

courtyard spaces or gardens of F2 F1’ 

 



Pre-Committee 
Amendments to 
Recommendation: 

 

Decision:  

 

  
 
 
 

MINOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 
 
Circulation: First Item:  

Reference Number: 19/1375/FUL 

Address: 1 Rectory Terrace, High Street Cherry Hinton Cambridge 

Determination Date: 29 November 2019 

To Note: 

Comments received from 6 Chalfont Close: The updated 
plan uploaded recently has not addressed any of our 
original concerns. Therefore we continue to object to the 
application for the original reasons stated.  

 

The original comments have been addressed in the 
officer’s report. 

 

Received comments from the Tree Officer: To confirm, I 
have no formal objection to the removal and replacement 
of the two cherry trees from the Tesco carpark, subject to 
replacement planting.  However I have concerns that 
insufficient space has been provided for replacement 
trees.  Also one replacement tree should be located 
towards the entrance of the car park so that it contributes 
to views from the street. 

Amendments to 
Text: 

Amendments to paragraph 8.22 of the officer’s report: 

The application is accompanied by a Tree report. There 
are a number of trees on the site and surrounding the 
site. The proposal would result in 4 trees being removed 
to allow reconfiguration of the car park. These trees are 
T1 (Bird Cherry), T2 (Bird Cherry), T3 (Bird Cherry) and 
T5 (Ash). The Tree Officer has been consulted as part of 
the application and does not object to the removal of the 
Cherry Trees subject to replanting. The application will 
provide 1 large tree replacements and 4 smaller tree 
replacements. The Tree Officer has requested a 
replacement tree to be located towards the entrance of 
the carpark. While this would be a desirable location 
given the siting of the existing trees, it would conflict with 
the proposed formal layout of the car park and rear of the 



shop units. Officers consider the loss of the trees and the 
proposed replacement planting to be acceptable subject 
to the new planting which be secured through a 
landscaping condition. A tree protection condition is also 
recommended. The proposal is in accordance with policy 
71 of the Cambridge Local Plan 2018 subject to the 
conditions outlined above. 

Pre-Committee 
Amendments to 
Recommendation: 

None 

Decision:  

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 


